
TAIWANYearbook
Published by the

Government Information Office 
Republic of China



Published by the Government Information Office
No. 2, Tianjin Street, Taipei 100. Taiwan. ROC

Printed by China Color Printing Co., Inc.
No. 229, Baociao Road, Sindian. Taipei County 231, Taiwan, ROC 

1st edition, A2443 August 2003
Catalog Card No.: GIO-EN-BO-92-055-I-1

Copyright © 2003 by the Government Information Office
All rights reserved
Printed in the Republic of China (Taiwan)

ISBN 957-01-4495-5
ISSN 1013-0942
GPN 1009202229

Hardcover: NT$1200 USS45
Paperback: NT$800 US$30
CD-ROM: NT$600 US$20

For information on ordering
Taiwan Yearbook 2003, please contact
SINORAMA MAGAZINE
5th Floor, No. 54, Jhongsiao East Road, Section 1, Taipei 100, Taiwan, ROC 
Phone: (+886-2) 2392-2256 Fax: (+886-2) 2397-0655
or
KWANG HWA PUBLISHING (USA), Inc.
6300 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1510A Los Angeles, California 90048, USA 
Phone: 888-829-3866 Fax: (323) 782-8763

Cove亡 With its impressive economic and democratic achievements. Taiwan has attracted 
international attention and established itself as an important player on the global stage.

Cover Photo: Chang Su-ching 張素卿 & Huang Chung-hsin 黃仲新 Design: Tsai Mei-chu 代 f ：；



Contents

Foreword from the Publisher

Editorial Staff and Major Contributors

National Symbols........................................................................................................................1

Biographies
Sun Yat-sen........................................................................................................................... 4

Chen Shui-bian...................................................................................................................... 5
Lu Hsiu-lien...........................................................................................................................6
Yu Shyi-kun...........................................................................................................................7

1. Geography 9

Taiwan / 9 Penghu Islands / 17 Kinmen (Quemoy) / 18 Matsu / 18
South China Sea /19 Pacific Coast Islands / 20

2. People and Language 23

Taiwan's Population Distribution / 23 Taiwan's Ethnic Composition / 24
Languages / 31

3. History 37

History of Taiwan / 7 The ROC on Taiwan / 41

4. Government 49

The Constitution / 49 Governmental Structure / 51 The Presidency / 52
The National Assembly / 55 Five Government Branches / 55
Provincial Government / 67 Special Municipality Government / 68
County and Provincial Municipality Governments / 70 Government Reform / 71

5. Democratic Electoral System 75

Electoral Systems / 75 Political Parties / 77 Elections / 81



Farmers /187 Farmland /188 Water /189 Crops /189
Recreational Agriculture /191 Fishing Industry / 192
Livestock Industry /193 WTO Impact / 193

6. Taiwan-China Relations 91

Historical Overview/91 A New Era / 93 Public Opin.on Polls / 97

Cross-strait Exchanges / 98 The "Mini-Three-Links / 1（貝）

Looking into the Future /102

7. National Defense _____________ 105
----- --------------- ---------------

Command Structure /106 Manpower Structure / 108
Manpower and Equipment / 109 Military Mobilization /II。

Military Education /Hl Defense R&D / 112

8. Foreign Relations 115
------- -------------------------------------------- -

People's Diplomacy /116 Multilateral Relations / 116
Bilateral Relations /119 Development Cooperation and Humanitariar / 129

Overseas Chinese / 131 Culture and Education / 132
Conclusion: An End to Obstruction to Taiwanese Participation / 134

9. The Economy 137

Macroeconomic Indicators / 137 Trade / 137 Investment / 140
Economic Ties with China / 141 Services / 143 Industry / 144
The “Two Trillion and Twin Star" Industries / ）46 Energy / 148

10. Finance and Banking 155

Public Finance / 156 Money and Banking / 157 Financial Rcstrm / 167

11. Science and Technology 173

Public Sector Research7310 Other Developments/ 182

12. Agriculture 187



19713. Environmental Protection

Air Quality / 197 Noise Pollution / 198 Water Resources / 198
Solid Waste Disposal / 201 Nature Conservation / 203
Cultivating a Conservation Ethic / 209

14. Transportation and Telecommunications 211

Railways / 211 Harbors and Shipping / 214 Civil Aviation / 216
Highways and Freeways / 218 Urban Traffic / 224 Telecommunications / 226

15. Social Welfare 233

Welfare Sources / 233 Child Welfare / 234 Juvenile Services / 235
Women / 238 The Elderly / 241 The Disabled / 243
Indigenous Peoples / 244 Labor / 245 Low-income Households / 247
Volunteer Services / 247

16. Public Health 251

Medical Infrastructure / 251 Health Insurance / 257
Food and Restaurant Regulation / 259 Pharmaceutical Regulation / 260
Traditional Chinese Medicine / 262

17. Mass Media 265

News Agencies / 265 Print Media / 266 Broadcasting / 272
Motion Pictures / 276

18. Education 281

Mainstream Education / 283 Alternatives to Mainstream Education / 291
Educational Reform / 294

19. Culture 301

Indigenous Arts / 301 Folk Arts / 304 Painting / 306 Plastic Art / 308
Public Art / 310 Museums and the Art Market / 310 Music / 312
Drama / 313 Spoken Drama / 314 Dance / 316 Cinema / 318
Literature / 320



20. Tourism
Northern Taiwan: Where Ancient and Modern Coexisi /
Central Taiwan: Cliffs, Clouds and Cataracts / 342
Southern Taiwan: Bucolic Scenes from the Past / 343
Eastern Taiwan: Unspoiled Natural Beauty / 345 Festivals / 348
Cuisine / 348 Tourism in 2001-2002 / 349 New Attractions / 35()
Tourist Travel Services /353 Accommodations / 353 Transportation /

21. Sports and Recreation 357

Sports Facilities / 357 Sports in the Schools / 358
Sports After Graduation / 359 Amateur Sports / 359 Professional S： 360
Sports for the Disabled / 362 National Sport Events / 362
International Competition / 364 International Sports Events in Taiw.
Recreation / 367

22. Religion 375

Confucianism / 378 Folk Religion / 378 Taoism / 379 Buddhis )
Yi Guan Dao / 382 Christianity / 382 Islam / 385
Other Independent Religions / 386

Who's Who in Taiwan..................................................................................  391

Appendices

I . Taiwan Chronology: 1949—2002...................................................  565

IL National Holidays and Festivals in Taiwan............................................................. 596

Index of Charts, Maps, and Tables....................................................................................... 603

Index.................................................... 607



Foreword from the Publisher

T
aiwan had its fair share of adversity in 
2001. Foremost among these challenges 
was the economy. The global economic 
downturn punished Taiwan's export-oriented in­

dustries and pushed unemployment to a new re­
cent high. The economy slipped into recession. 
The local currency depreciated against the US 
dollar, and stock prices sank in response to the 
worsening outlook.

But challenge and adversity have never kept 
the people of Taiwan from forging ahead. Pre­
mier Yu Shyi-kun proposed a bold Challenge 
2008 national development plan aimed at revi­
talizing the economy and modernizing Taiwan. 
The US$75 billion, six-year plan lays out ambi­
tious, concrete targets for manufacturing world­
class products, expanding tourism, increasing 
investment in R&D, lowering unemployment, 
advancing the pace of economic growth, and cre­
ating jobs. These goals will be achieved through 
major reforms of the government and the finan­
cial system, and intensive investment in infra­
structure, education and the environment.

Challenge 2008 projects focus on 10 key 
strategic areas. Readers will find specifics on 
these projects broken down by chapter in boxed

highlights and throughout the text. Other strate­
gic areas of the plan—such as international R&D. 
value-added production, tourism, knowledge­
based industries, Taiwan as an operations head­
quarters, and transportation infrastructure—are 
discussed in detail in the relevant chapters.

Taiwan also celebrated major achieve­
ments. On January 1,2002, after 12 years of per­
severance and determination. Taiwan was suc­
cessfully admitted to the World Trade Organiza­
tion (WTO) as the body's 144th member. WTO 
membership and a recovery in exports helped 
return the economy to positive growth. Progress 
has also been made on many other fronts, includ­
ing the development of Taiwan's democracy, for­
eign affairs, and relations with China. All these 
achievements and more are explored in depth in 
the pages that follow, and readers will find a 
wealth of detailed information on every facet of 
life in Taiwan.

Reader feedback is highly valued. We look 
forward to your comments, criticisms and sug­
gestions on how to improve our publication. We 
would also like to invite readers to visit the GIO 
website at www.gio.gov.tw for the most recent 
information on Taiwan.

http://www.gio.gov.tw
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1. Typhoons in 2001
2. Updated climatic statistics

T
aiwan is formally known as the Republic of China (ROC). Founded 
in 1912, the ROC is Asia's first constitutional republic. The ROC 
government, led by the Kuomintang (KMT), relocated to Taiwan 
in 1949 when the Chinese Communist Party established the People's 

Republic of China (PRC) on the mainland. It has since exercised juris­
diction over Taiwan, Penghu (the Pescadores 澎湖群島),Kinmen (Quemoy 
金門)，Matsu 馬祖，and numerous other islets. The two sides of the Taiwan 
Strait have since been governed as separate territories.

Taiwan
Off the eastern coast of Asia lie the mountainous island arcs of 

the Western Pacific. The island chain closest to the continent marks 
the edge of the Asiatic Continental Shelf. Taiwan, one of the 
islands of this chain, is the largest body of land between Japan 
and the Philippines.

The island of Taiwan is 394 km long, 144 km at its widest point, and 
shaped like a tobacco leaf. It is located between 2^53^50^^ and 25°18,205, 
N latitude and between 120o01,00^^ and 121°59' 15" E longitude.

With a total area of nearly 36.000 sq. km. Taiwan is separated from 
China by the Taiwan Strait, which is about 220 km at its widest point and 
130 km at its narrowest. The island is almost equidistant from Shanghai 
and Hong Kong.

The surface geology of the island varies in age from very recent 
alluvial deposits to early sedimentary and crystalline rocks. The 
structure is formed by a tilted fault block running roughly northeast 
to southwest along the entire length. The steep slope of this tilted 
block faces east and the rock mass slopes more gently to the west. 
This block is composed primarily of old rocks, some of which have 
been subjected to heat and pressure. Only one-third of the land area 
is arable. The mountains are mostly forested, with some minerals, 
chiefly coal, at the northern end.

On the east coast, the mountains rise steeply from the Pacific. To the 
west, the level sediments lie just below the surface of the sea. As a result, 
river deposits have filled the shallow waters and extended the land 
15 to 30 km westward from the foothills, giving Taiwan a larger 
proportion of useful level land than either Japan or the Philippines. 
Natural resources and agricultural potential make this coastal plain of 
great importance.
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